
Week of April 13 -17 

AP English Language and Composition - Distance Learning  

Directions: (1 of 3) - Below are two speeches from modern female leaders.  Read/Listen 

to each speech and complete a SPACECAT for each speech.  Then write a reflection 

comparing the methods each leader used within her speech, determine which you 

believe to be most effective in achieving its purpose. 

Directions: (2 of 3) - Read/Listen to Queen Elizabeth II’s speech and complete 

SPACECAT. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/04/05/queens-coronavirus-speech-full-will-s

ucceed-better-days-will/ 

Queen Elizabeth II Covid-19 Speech to the British Empire 
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I am speaking to you at what I know is an increasingly challenging time. A time of 

disruption in the life of our country: a disruption that has brought grief to some, 

financial difficulties to many, and enormous changes to the daily lives of us all. 

I want to thank everyone on the NHS front line, as well as care workers and those 

carrying out essential roles, who selflessly continue their day-to-day duties outside the 

home in support of us all. I am sure the nation will join me in assuring you that what 

you do is appreciated and every hour of your hard work brings us closer to a return to 

more normal times. 

I also want to thank those of you who are staying at home, thereby helping to protect the 

vulnerable and sparing many families the pain already felt by those who have lost loved 

ones. Together we are tackling this disease, and I want to reassure you that if we remain 

united and resolute, then we will overcome it. 

I hope in the years to come everyone will be able to take pride in how they responded to 

this challenge. And those who come after us will say the Britons of this generation were 

as strong as any. That the attributes of self-discipline, of quiet good-humoured resolve 

and of fellow-feeling still characterise this country. The pride in who we are is not a part 

of our past, it defines our present and our future.  

The moments when the United Kingdom has come together to applaud its care and 

essential workers will be remembered as an expression of our national spirit; and its 

symbol will be the rainbows drawn by children.  

Across the Commonwealth and around the world, we have seen heart-warming stories 

of people coming together to help others, be it through delivering food parcels and 

medicines, checking on neighbours, or converting businesses to help the relief effort.  



And though self-isolating may at times be hard, many people of all faiths, and of none, 

are discovering that it presents an opportunity to slow down, pause and reflect, in 

prayer or meditation. 

It reminds me of the very first broadcast I made, in 1940, helped by my sister. We, as 

children, spoke from here at Windsor to children who had been evacuated from their 

homes and sent away for their own safety. Today, once again, many will feel a painful 

sense of separation from their loved ones. But now, as then, we know, deep down, that it 

is the right thing to do.  

14-year-old Princess Elizabeth made a radio address on October 13th 1940 to the 

children of the Commonwealth, many of whom had been evacuated. 

 

 

Princess Elizabeth (later Queen Elizabeth II), right, broadcasting with her sister Princess 
Margaret alongside. 
 



While we have faced challenges before, this one is different. This time we join with all 

nations across the globe in a common endeavour, using the great advances of science 

and our instinctive compassion to heal. We will succeed - and that success will belong to 

every one of us.  

We should take comfort that while we may have more still to endure, better days will 

return: we will be with our friends again; we will be with our families again; we will meet 

again. 

But for now, I send my thanks and warmest good wishes to you all.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Directions: (3 of 3) - Read/Watch (with English subtitles) to Angela Merkel’s speech and 

complete SPACECAT. 

https://www.dw.com/en/merkel-coronavirus-is-germanys-greatest-challenge-since-wo

rld-war-two/a-52830797 

Merkel: Coronavirus is Germany's greatest 

challenge since World War Two 

 

 
In an extraordinarily rare nationwide TV address, German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel has called on citizens to do their part in helping to overcome the 

COVID-19 outbreak. Germany is now one of Europe's hardest-hit states. 

Merkel: Germany facing worst crisis since WWII 

https://www.dw.com/en/merkel-coronavirus-is-germanys-greatest-challenge-since-world-war-two/a-52830797
https://www.dw.com/en/merkel-coronavirus-is-germanys-greatest-challenge-since-world-war-two/a-52830797


In a once-of-a-kind televised nationwide address delivered Wednesday evening, German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel called on German citizens to recognize the gravity posed by the 

coronavirus and to do their part in helping to slow its spread. 

Her speech came one day after Germany instituted restrictive measures in an attempt to 

curb transmission. 

On Wednesday, Germany registered a jump of over 1,000 infections of COVID-19, the 

disease caused by the virus, from the day before. Just under 12,000 individuals have been 

infected in Germany, according to the John Hopkins Coronavirus Research Center. 

'Greatest challenge' 

Merkel spoke directly to the camera in the pre-recorded remarks. She described the fight 

against the virus as Germany's greatest challenge since the end of WWII and appealed for 

national unity. 

"The situation is serious. Take it seriously. Since German unification, no, since the Second 

World War, there has been no challenge to our nation that has demanded such a degree of 

common and united action," she said. 



 

HANDS OFF! WHAT CAN WE TOUCH DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK? 

Contaminated door handles 

Current research says the coronavirus family of viruses can survive on some surfaces, like 

door handles, for an average of four to five days. Like all droplet infections, SARS-CoV-2 can 

spread via hands and frequently touched surfaces. Although it hasn't previously been seen in 

humans and therefore hasn't been studied in detail, experts believe it spreads similarly to 

other known coronaviruses. 

Unlike countries such as Italy, France and Spain, Germany has not instituted a lockdown. 

However, it has closed its borders to non-EU citizens, restricted travel and ordered the 

closure of many public, commercial and educational spaces. 

Merkel urged Germans to follow these measures, underling that successful defeat of the 

virus depended on every person doing his or her part. 

"I truly believe that we will succeed in the task before us, so long as all the citizens of this 

country understand that it is also THEIR task," she said. "I also want to tell you why we also 

need YOUR contribution and what each and every person can do to help." 



Earlier in the day, German health experts warned that the total infections could reach as 

high as 10 million individuals in the next months if citizens do not follow the measures to 

slow the spread of the virus. 

Merkel had previously said that up to 70% of Germany's population of roughly 83 million 

people could eventually be infected. 

Maintaining an 'open democracy' in times of crisis 

It was the first time in her 15 years as chancellor that Merkel has delivered an unscheduled 

address directly to the German nation. She struck an untypically personal note and 

promised transparency. 

"I am addressing you today in this unusual manner, because I want to tell you what is 

guiding me as chancellor and all of my colleagues in the government at this time. That is 

part of an open democracy — that we explain our political decisions and make them 

transparent." 



 

THE SPORTS PLAYING ON DESPITE CORONAVIRUS 

Turkish Super Lig 

The most prominent European top-flight football competition that has continued holding 

matches is the Super Lig in Turkey, albeit behind closed doors. Former German international 

Lukas Podolski, who started for Antalyaspor on Monday, criticized the decision, telling 

German tabloid Bild: "Football without fans is nothing." 

Merkel also drew on her own personal history as a former citizen of communist East 

Germany: 

"Let me assure you: for someone like myself, for whom freedom of travel and movement 

were hard-won rights, such restrictions can only be justified when they are absolutely 

necessary. In a democracy, they should not be enacted lightly – and only ever temporarily. 

But at the moment they are essential — in order to save human lives." 

As of Wednesday, a total of 28 individuals had died from COVID-19 in Germany, according 

to data from John Hopkins University. 



"We are a community in which every life and every person counts," she said. 

'We are not doomed' 

As in her previous statements on the virus, Merkel emphasized the necessity of social 

distancing. "It's down to each and every one of us. We are not doomed to helplessly watch 

the spread of the virus. We have a means to fight it: we must practice social distancing out of 

consideration for one another." 

Experts have recommended keeping at least a two-meter distance between individuals and 

avoided congregating in groups. 

Merkel praised the work of medical professionals and supermarket employees and also 

assured Germans there would continue to be food in stores. Germany has experienced panic 

buying in the last week. 

She also stressed that Germany "will do whatever it takes" to help get the German economy 

and business back on their feet. The health crisis has caused set stock markets tumbling and 

choked off business activity around the world. German banks have predicted that the 

country's GDP for the year will fall by 5%. 

With numbers continuing to rise every day, the chancellor called it a "dynamic situation" 

and said the government "will continue to learn as we go along, so that we can change tack 

at any time and take different steps using different tools." 

 


